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Default vs Coordinated Retirement Income 

Your Money Matter | What Happens If You Only Rely on Required Minimum 
Distributions 

 

RMD-Driven (Default) Coordinated Approach 

• Income driven by IRS schedule 

• RMDs increase over time 
• Income tends to rise later 

• Less control over tax timing 
• Potential for higher tax brackets 

• Income planned across accounts 

• Withdrawals managed over time 
• Smoother income profile 

• Greater tax control 
• More flexibility in later years 

Result: 
Income may become concentrated later 

Result: 
Income managed more evenly over time 
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